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Announcing the 2012 Young Native Writers Essay Contest

The Holland & Knight Charitable Foundation is proud to welcome entries for the Young Native
Writers Essay Contest, which we organize each year in partnership with the Smithsonian Institution’s
National Museum of the American Indian. This essay contest for Native American high school stu-
dents is designed to encourage young Native Americans to think about the most important issues
affecting their tribal communities, as well as ways in which challenges can be addressed. Hundreds
of Native American high school students participate each year. While all participants receive a
Certificate of Honor for submitting their essays and adding their voices to this important dialogue in
Indian Country, the five first-place winners are awarded an all-expenses-paid "Scholar Week" trip to
Washington, D.C., accompanied by a teacher or mentor nominated by each winner, to visit the
National Museum of the American Indian and other prominent Washington, D.C. sites. Each winner
also receives a $2,500 college scholarship. Please help us spread the word about this year’s contest
by forwarding this email to groups and individuals who might be interested in submitting an essay. The
deadline for submissions is April 30, 2012. We look forward to reading this year’s essays! For more
details please visit: http://www.nativewriters.hklaw.com/

Powwow dos and don’ts 

The Southern Ute Royalty
Committee recently hosted a
pair of powwow etiquette
and protocol workshops for
tribal members — one for
women on Tuesday, Feb. 21;
and another for men on
Tuesday, Feb. 28 — at the
Multi-Purpose Facility. The
sessions include information
on regalia, drums, veterans,
and other integral parts of
the powwow experience. The
whole host of Southern Ute
Royalty poses with visiting
Miss Jicarilla Tyland
Anderson (above) during the
women’s workshop; Miss
Southern Ute Brianna
GoodTracks-Alires (left) leads
the group in a grand entry
ceremony to kick things off.
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PeaceJam youth working on secondhand smoke

Lasso Tobacco Coalition is working with PeaceJam Ignacio Boys and Girls Club
on creating a 100 foot tobacco-abuse free zone around all SunUte Community
Center property. They are currently designing a logo and message for a t-shirt. In
March, they will conduct monitoring of second-hand smoke in outside areas.
Contact Mariel 970-335-2045 or mariel@sjbhd.org.

Men at work • from page 1

Baker’s focus mirrors an
emphasis lately brought to bear by
tribal leadership: In a Feb. 21
directors meeting, the Executive
Office gave instructions to depart-
ment heads to create training posi-
tions for tribal members wherever
possible, to teach marketable

skills and create employment.
The Tribal Housing trainees

are working approximately six-
month terms under a program run
by the Southern Ute Tribal
Employment Rights Office. The
tribe’s Human Resources and
Education departments offer sim-

ilar programs.
But it’s not a free ride, Baker

said — his trainees are expected to
abide by policy at all times and put
in a day’s work for a day’s pay.

“It’s really an opportunity for
them, but they’ve got to meet us
halfway,” he said.
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Southern Ute Tribal Housing Department Director Mel Baker goes over some basic
construction practices with Julius Baker, a construction repair tech trainee, during a training
session on Tuesday, Feb. 21.

 


